Lesson 10: Importing and Modifying Graphics

[lesson_10.zip]

Open 10_a_Start

Don’t update links yet…

Save file as 10_cdbook.indd

Adding Graphics From Other Programs

Big surprise!

Adobe says InDesign works best with other Adobe products!

Photoshop

Illustrator

Acrobat

Placed artwork is linked by default

Your better off putting all your artwork into a folder called “Links” in the same folder as your .indd file

Linked artwork is better because:

.indd file size stays small and screen rendering goes faster

It makes editing the graphics in their native applications easier

Final output of the indd to PostScript or PDF will use the maximum resolution files for its output

Use the Links panel to manage the linked files

Comparing Vector and Bitmap graphics

About Vectors vs. Bitmaps

[stuff from illustrator class]

Managing links to imported files

Remember that bad set of links when we opened the file?

Identifying Imported Images

Hone into page 4 with the popup page number in the lower left of the doc window

Choose Orchard of Kings logo

Check the Links panel

[link_panel.png]

Note the file is 10_1.ai

Select 10_g.psd and click on the goto link button

Doubleclick on the page number of 10_1.ai to go back to it

Viewing information about linked files

Select 10_g.psd in the Links Panel

Note file info in bottom half of panel

Walk through the File Info with the buttons

[link_file_info]

Click in column head to change the sort order

Click twice to toggle between ascending and descending

Choose top right menu “Panel Options”

You can choose to see icon in the info panel, handy.

You can add or subtrack columns and fields from the panel

You might add the “size” column to the panel and sort by size to find the largest file, or rotation to find any rotated images

Showing files in Window Explorer or the Finder

Select 10_g.psd

Choose top right menu “Reveal in Explorer (or Finder)”

Updating revised graphics

Update Link

Choose 10_i.ai and open the sub-item triangle

[link_10_i.ai.png]

Go to the link on page 4

Note: PB stands for Paste Board, or the area outside the document’s pages

Click on the Update Link button

Note color change

Relink

Hone into pages 2-4 with the Pages panel and option/alt-command/control-0

With the Selection Tool click on the hands photo on page 4

Click on the Relink button in the Links Panel

Select 10_j.psd instead of 10_h.psd

Deselect all and save

Updating all links

Option/alt-click on the Update Link button

Adjusting Image Quality

InDesign places graphics at low resolution by default

Hone into 10_i.ai

[orchard1]

Right or Control click on object for popup menu

Choose Display Performance > High Quality Display

[orchard2]

To see the entire doc at high quality, use Menu > View > Display Performance > High Quality Display

You can individually set the views of graphics or globally, or globally set them all then go back and individually set ones that are slowing the display performance down

Working with Clipping Paths

A clipping path limits area where an image is displayed over other graphics

The path method uses vector graphics to create the border between the visible and invisible part of the original graphic

InDesign supports paths created in Photoshop with the pen tool

InDesign also supports alpha channels in Photoshop

An alpha channel contains up to 256 shades of gray, with 255 being white and 0 being black

A white pixel in the alpha channel allows 100% of the pixel at the corresponding location in the graphic to display

A black pixel in the alpha channel allows 0% of the graphic to display

A middle-gray pixel (128/255) allows 50% to display

Demo on [flowers]

InDesign can automatically detect a path around objects on white or black backgrounds

Remove a white background using InDesign

Hone into page 7

Select the Photos layer in the Layers Panel

Deselect all

Place 10_c.psd to just outside the purple rectangle in the middle of the page (not cursors). Don’t place the image into the rectangle

Choose Menu > Object > Clipping Path > Options

[clippath1-4]

Settings: 

Detect Edges

Threshold: 20

Tolerance: 1.01

Inset Frame: 0p1

Using a true path from photoshop [10_c_pathed.psd]

Save

Working with Alpha Channels

Importing a photoshop file with alpha channels

Select Photos layer in Layers Panel

Hone into page 2

Deselect all

Switch to Explorer/Finder

Drag 10_d.psd onto document 

Place the image in the lower left corner and drag size from lower left to height of light blue box

[hand01.png]

Examining Photoshop pathes and alpha channels

Choose the 10_d hand image in the Links Panel

Click the Edit Original button to open it in Photoshop

In Photoshop, open Channels Panel

[channels.png]

Check’m out

Open Paths Panel

[paths.png]

Check’m out

Back to InDesign

Using Photoshop paths and alpha channels in InDesign

Hone into 10_d

Right-click to set display to high quality

Menu > Object > Clipping Paths

Dialog

[cp1]

Choose Type: Alpha Channel, Alpha: Alpha 1

[cp2]

Choose Alpha: Alpha 2, compare, then Alpha 3

[cp3]

Also choose “Include Inside Edges” – this is weird by my standards…              

Choose Type: Photoshop Path, Path: Circle

[cp4]

Say OK

Importing Native Adobe Graphics Files

InDesign supports Photoshop Layers and Layer Comps

Layer Comps

[layer_comps.psd.zip]

A great method of using one file to show multiple related layouts

Back in InDesign

In Links Panel, click link for 10_j.psd

Menu > Object > Object Layer Options

[objectlayeroptions.png]

Poke around, but use Layer Comp: Purple Opacity 

[links_layeroverride.png]

Note that when you choose a comp that turns of layers, you’ll see it in the Link Info in the Links Panel

Save

Anchored Graphics

An anchored graphics frame flows with text.

Hone into page 6

Scroll down to see the Orchard of Kings artwork on the pasteboard

Cut the logo 

Zoom into the text

Choose Menu > Type > Show Hidden Characters

Click into the space between the first and second paragraphs (just after “Georgia.”)

Paste

The graphic is now in the text frame

With the cursor in the paragraph that contains the logo, choose 4pt spacing before the paragraph in the Control Panel

[points_before]

Adding text wrap to an anchored image

Select the graphic with the selection tool

Shift-Command/Control drag the frame out to about 25% into the next column

Open the Text Wrap Panel

Choose Wrap Around Object Shape 

Add spacing to the left of 1p0

[textwrap1.png]

Get rid of the color background fill in the graphic with the Swatches popup or with the “/” key

[textwrap2.png]

Importing an Illustrator File

While Illustrator does bitmaps, it’s really all about vectors

Vectors don’t need clipping paths, they essentially are clipping paths

Select the Graphics Layer

Deselect all

Fit spread for page 5-7 in the window

Place 10_e.ai across pages 5, 6, and 7

Importing an Illustrator File with Layers

You can import Illustrator files and take advantage of their layers (turn them off and on) but you can’t change the objects

Select the Graphics Layer

Deselect all

Menu > File > Place, set “Show Import Options: on

Choose 10_n.ai

OK

[import_options.png]

Set Crop: Bounding Box (All Layers), Check “Transparent Background” and “Show Preview”

Click on “Layers” tab

[place_pdf.png]

OK

Place the graphic in the blue rectangle on page 5

Zoom in and tweak position

Menu > Object > Object Layer Options

[object_layer_options.png]

Choose the Spanish layer

Save

Very useful if you plan your document carefully!

Using a Library to Manage Objects

Object Libraries let you store and organize graphics, text, and pages the you frequently use. 

Libraries are stored as linked files on your hard drive. Even though you’ve made a Library, you still need the source objects linked to the Library 

Common usage:

Library for a specific client, like “Acme Widgets” might include logos, executive photos

Library for a type of document, like textbooks or 3-fold brochures or CDs

Hone into page 5

Menu > File > Open: 10_k.indl (InDesign Library)

[indl.png]

Click on “Show Library Subset” button (it’s just “search” really)

Enter “tree” for item name contains:

[subset]

Drag “Tree.psd” to page 5 in the purple rectangle

[tree_placed.png]

Creating A Library

Menu > File > New…cd > Library

Name it CD Projects

Save in Lesson_10 folder

Drag “Ricky Records” from page 3 to the library

Double-click and name it “Logo”

[item_info1.png]

Drag the address block into the library

Double-click and name it “Address”

Close the Library and save the file

Using Snippets

A snippet is a collection of objects that keep their positioning relative to one another intact and can be imported as a whole

Select the hand logo with the two bluish rectangles on page 2

Menu > Export 

Save As/ Format popup: “InDesign Snippet”

Save 

Delete the originals

Menu > Preferences > File Handling

Dialog: Snippet Import: Original Location

OK

Click anywhere

Using Adobe Bridge

To add an object

Launch Bridge from the Application Bar or the Finder/Explorer

Choose “Leaf.psd” and click on Filename to rename it 10_o.psd

Play with the Compact Mode buttons

Drag the leaf to page 4 (onto the pasteboard)

To find an object

Click on the 10_j.psd file in the Links Panel

Choose right-popup menu: “Reveal in Bridge”

Review Questions

How can you determine the filename of an imported graphic in your document?

What are the four options in the Type menu in the Clipping Path dialog box, and what must an imported graphic contain for each option to work?

What is the difference between updating a file’s link and relinking the file?

When an updated version of a graphic becomes available, how do you make sure that it’s up to date in your InDesign document?

